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TO:  Interested Parties 

FROM: Hart Research Associates 

DATE: September 23, 2015 

RE: Voters in Maine Oppose Defunding Planned Parenthood and 
Want Elected Leaders to Vote against Threatened Government 

Shutdown  

From September 18 to 21, 2015, Hart Research Associates conducted surveys 

among a randomly selected statewide cross section of 501 voters in Maine.  The 
interviews were conducted by telephone, including landlines, cell phones, and VOIP 

connections.  The statistical margin of error associated with random samples of 500 
respondents is ±4.5 percentage points. 
 

1. Seven in 10 (70%) voters in Maine oppose Congressional Republicans’ 
proposal to end government funding for Planned Parenthood, including a 

solid majority (55%) who say they strongly oppose this measure.   
 
 There is a proposal by Republicans in Congress to end all government funding for Planned 

Parenthood, including funding for women's health services that Planned Parenthood provides, such 
as cancer screenings and family planning. Do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, somewhat 
oppose, or strongly oppose this proposal to end all government funding for Planned Parenthood?  

 

 % 

Strongly favor 16 

Somewhat favor 7 

Somewhat oppose 15 

Strongly oppose 55 

  Not sure 7 

Total favor 23 

Total oppose 70 

 
Women voters in particular oppose ending all government funding for Planned 

Parenthood—by nearly 60 percentage points (76% to 17%) women oppose this 
measure and a large majority of men say the same (65% oppose, 29% favor).  
Democrats overwhelmingly oppose defunding (93% to 6%) but notably 

independent voters do as well (74% oppose to 18% favor) and more than two in 
five (44%) Republicans actually oppose this effort, even when it is described as a 

Republican proposal. 
 
2. An even greater majority of Maine voters reject the idea of shutting 

down the federal government to block funding for Planned Parenthood.  By 
58 percentage points, voters say they have an unfavorable view of shutting down 

the federal government over Planned Parenthood funding (77% unfavorable, 19% 
favorable).  In fact, this approach does not even enjoy the support of most rank-
and-file Republican voters—58% of Republicans say they have an unfavorable 

reaction, while just 37% have a favorable reaction.  
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Reaction to Shutting Down Federal Govern-
ment to Block Planned Parenthood Funding

Favor shutdown to 

block PP funding

Oppose shutdown to 

block PP funding

Strongly

oppose

61%

Strongly

13%

19%

77%

-58 

net oppose

Net oppose

-55

-63

-92

-66

-21

-95

-67

-17 

Men

Women

Democrats

Independents
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Women Democrats

Women independents

Women Republicans

 
 

3. Voters are strongly skeptical about congressional Republicans’ actions 

around investigating and defunding Planned Parenthood over issues raised 
in the “undercover” Center for Medical Progress videos.  

Republican congressional leaders are compromising themselves in their pursuit of 

hearings and investigations about Planned Parenthood in connection with the 
release of the CMP videos.  Sixty-two percent (62%) of Maine voters express 

skepticism about the motivations of the Republican leadership in this matter, saying 
Republicans are conducting these hearings mainly because they are trying to push 

a political agenda.  By contrast, only 27% of voters believe that Republicans are 
seeking these hearings because “they have legitimate concerns about Planned 
Parenthood and want to learn the truth.”  Indeed, even many rank-and-file 

Republican voters doubt the motivation of their own GOP leadership: 36% of all 
Republicans (along with 62% of independents and 89% of Democrats) say these 

hearings are to push a political agenda rather than an effort to learn the truth. 

Voters also say that Republican hearings are being organized to “score political 
points” (67%) rather than being conducted in a “fair and balanced” way (23%), 

including 39% of Republicans who characterize them as a political-point-proving 
exercise. 

Fully 73% of voters say they disagree with the Republican contention that the CMP 
videos justify an immediate vote to end all funding of Planned Parenthood, including 
61% of all women who strongly disagree.  Further, 82% of independent women 

voters disagree with the Republicans on this matter, as do a 52% majority of 
Republican women. 
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4. Women voters in particular have a high regard for Planned Parenthood 
and consider it to be an important provider of healthcare services to 

women. 

Among women voters in the state, positive attitudes toward Planned Parenthood 

outnumber negative perceptions by 62% to 18%. 
 
The strength of Planned Parenthood’s positive reputation among women voters in 

Maine is rooted in widely held beliefs about the organization: 

 74% of women believe that Planned Parenthood is an important provider of 

healthcare services to women in Maine. 

 71% of women believe that for many women, Planned Parenthood is one of the 
few affordable options for healthcare. 

 66% of women believe that Planned Parenthood plays an important role in 
reducing the number of unintended pregnancies. 

By contrast, only 18% of women believe that Planned Parenthood is mainly 
concerned about making money. 

 

Question wording (referenced above): 
 
The Center for Medical Progress, the anti-abortion group that made and released these undercover 
videos, says the videos show Planned Parenthood officials indicating their willingness to sell fetal 
body parts from abortions and to perform abortions in ways that would increase the likelihood that 

fetal tissue could be harvested. 
 

Planned Parenthood, on the other hand, says the videos are heavily doctored and edited to 

deliberately distort the truth, and the unedited videos show that Planned Parenthood does not 
profit from the sale of fetal tissue and has strong polices in place against that.  Like other quality 
women's health providers, Planned Parenthood helps women who choose to donate tissue to help 

find cures for diseases such as Alzheimer's and sickle cell anemia  
 
Having heard both sides, who are you more likely to believe in this matter—the anti-abortion 
group that made and released these undercover videos, or Planned Parenthood? 

 

 


